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Hebrews Part 13
Chapter 12
In chapter 11 the writer gave us a pattern for Christian living, a life of faith:  believing and trusting in the reality of the living God.  Persevering through the obstacles of everyday living and emerging victoriously in Christ Jesus.
1Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Now He puts the readers in a sports arena surrounded by the witnesses from chapter 11 who are there to “spiritually” cheer us on as we run this race of life using the examples they have set.  We are not being watch by losers (they are in hell) but these witness are all victors in Christ: those who have run and won.  “Cloud” represent a vast number of saints who are not spectators but witnesses, those who had believed, and now have both seen and experienced the presence of God.  We are surrounded by them.  While an enemy may be present, victory itself, and all the victors are on our side!!!
Imagine being about to run in this race of life and all the greats show up to cheer you on.  Able, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Job, Geidon, Barak, Samson, Jephthae, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and all the other prophets, the three Hebrew boys, John the Baptist, the disciples, Paul, etc.  I could just feel the energy as I typed this.  The joy and the adrenaline that rushed through me as I thought about it.  As one who watches sports, I have seen how players react and play with more fire when a bunch of the past greats are present.  The writer wants the readers to see that they are not alone in this race.  It is not just a cloud of witnesses but a “great” cloud.
The fact that they are in it (and all who live are running in this race) as saints of God.  They have all this support along with the power of the Holy Spirit working in them.  They need to put down all the things that are hindering them and run to win.
There are four rules given that will bring victory: 
 1) Lay aside the weights and sins that hinder us.  To be victorious we must put all the things that may be a hindrance aside.  Where is a place to put this stuff?  1 Peter 5:7 says: Casting all your care upon him (Jesus); for he careth for you.  We cast our cares on him and we know He has died for our sins.
2) Run with patience and endurance. Running to win requires focus. Those who run track are taught to not look back when they are running.  Even those who run relays, when they start running will hold their hand behind them but still will not look back.  They will continue to concentrate and focus on looking ahead.  Paul said in Philippians 3:13 Brethren I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
3) Run the course God has place before us (stay in your lane).  Stay focused on Jesus.  Following Jesus will keep you in your lane, where you need to be.  The path may be difficult at times but in Him you are where you need to be.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4) Keep your eyes fixated on Jesus.  Paul says in Philippians 3:13 says:  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Christ is before us and to win you must keep your eyes on him (He did say “follow me”).  To look behind, you have to take your eyes off Jesus.  In Matthew 4:19 and 9:9 Jesus told some who would be His disciples to “follow me.”  In Matthew 8:22 one wanted to wait until his parents died before obeying the call and Jesus responded: “Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.”  When sending out the disciples in Matthew 10:38, Jesus said to them: “He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”
Though we do have all “heroes” as our witness, still we are to “look to Jesus.”  Our focus has to be on Christ.  While they are witness to our race, He is the source of our strength.  Only He is able to lead us victory.  
Jesus is the author of our faith.  He not only gives faith, He is the maker of faith itself and all that comes with it.  There is having faith and then there is being and remaining faithful to whatever you have faith in.  Jesus being faithful, endured all that was placed before Him, becoming victorious over it and is rewarded with being seating at the right hand of the father.
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.
Remember that when faced with opposition, trials, and persecutions because of the gospel, that Jesus also faced them for you.  To “consider” is to be aware and to remember to keep your mind on Christ as we suffer through trials and tribulations.  Just as He stayed focused on the Joy set before Him, we are to keep focused on the joy (Christ) set before us.  If we are truly pilgrims and strangers and heaven is our home, then we are truly just “going through” and will never be “stuck in.”
We are to remain aware of these things for if not you may grow weary and give up, then give in to the wiles of the enemy.  2 Corinthians 2:17 says “ For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;”   Remember we are in a race and in a race you are in constant motion.  Jesus endured so much opposition for us to be victorious in our walk.  Some of what we have gone through can seem like the worst thing possible but we have not had to resist unto death.  And has the majority of your affliction come because you were living according to the Word of God or was it because you were living out of His will?  Especially here in the United States, while laws against the Gospel are beginning to tighten, we are not being put in prison or killed for the sake of the Gospel.  As for as witnessing to others, we are in one of the safest places on earth.
In verses 5-7 the writer quotes from Job 5:7, Psalms 94:12, and Deuteronomy 8:5.  There are several things to consider and be aware of with the chastening of the LORD.  
The breaking up of the family unit is of the highest priority to satan.  Correction in a Godly manner will cause your child to reverence you.  The enemy wants you to believe that if you chasten them, they will not like you.  That may be true for a moment but in the long run they will come to love, reverence, and respect you more.  This is God’s (the one who made you and created the family unit) way.  The question is: does God (in a way) spank?  Does He allow pain in the life of believers for the purpose of chastisement?  If He loves you, then the answer is yes.
There are several truths about God’s discipline of believers and the hardships and troubles He allows us to go through.  (1) They are a sign that we are children of God (vv. 7-8).
(2) They are an assurance of God’s love and concern for His children (v.6).
(3) The Lord’s discipline serves two purposes: (a) that we might not be finally condemned with the world (1 Cor. 11:31-32), and (b) that we might share God’s holiness and continue to live sanctified lives without which we will never see the Lord (vv. 10-11,14).
(4) There are two possible consequences of the Lord’s discipline.  (a) We may endure the hardships God leads us through, submit to God’s will, and continue to remain faithful (vv.7-9) and to share His Holiness (v.10).  (b) We may “despise” the discipline of our Father (v.5), rebel against God because of suffering and hardship, and thereby fall away from God (v.25; 3:12-14).
Under God’s will, adversity may come as a result of our spiritual warfare with satan as a test to strengthen our faith and our works as a preparation for us to comfort others and to manifest the life of Christ in us.  But in all adversity we must seek God, examine our lives, and forsake all that is contrary to His holiness.
12Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;
13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.
Verse 12 is taken from Isaiah 35:3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.  Verses 12 & 13 are in a plural tense and so the writer wants to point out that in this race we are not alone.  We know that it is God who gives us strength but at the same time we are to be available for each other.  We are to pray for, encourage, and help one another in reaching for the prize of Christ Jesus.  In this race there can be multiple winners.  In fact, the more you help cross the finish line, the greater your reward.  The “church” is more than a body, it is a body of believers.  The lame are those who are on the verge of turning away and it our duty to do our best keep them in the sheepfold.  
14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
Verse 14 denotes both a horizontal and vertical relationship.  Our relationship with each other and our relationship with the Father.  No man can be an island and be pleasing to God.  We are given the light of Christ so others can see the Father.  Colossians 3:15 says “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.”  If the peace of God is in us, then we are to seek peace with all men.   
15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.
17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.
Verse 15 begins the final warning of “falling short,” or apostasy.  He is basically saying “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God.”  Again, we are to help each other in this race.  This grace is all God has done through sending His Son to die for our sins to bring us salvation.  The people in the wilderness and Esau are used as examples of those who fell short of God’s promises.  
The “root of bitterness” refers to Deuteronomy 29:18 where the children of Israel in the wilderness defiled themselves through the worship of idols.  They had developed a false sense of security because God was yet to deal with their rebellion.  Esau fell short because of his marriage to Hittite women in Genesis 26:34. This caused him to be unfaithful to God, concerned only with himself to the point of selling his inheritance rights for a meal.  There seems to be a point of no return when it comes to disobedience.  If this were not true, then everyone would be in Heaven.  “Though he sought it carefully with tears” were not because he wanted to get right with God.  His tears were because he wanted his inheritance back.  Esau wasn’t crying for the lost relationship with God. He was crying for want of the “things of the world.”
18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,
19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:
20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:
21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)
22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,
23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.
The giving of the law and the awesomeness of the gospel are contrasted.  We are not at the foot of a mountain that cannot be touched (lest ye die).  We are able, because of the work of Jesus Christ, to come into the presence of God at any time.  Because of this new and better covenant, we have a relationship built upon better promises.
25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:
26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.
27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
29 For our God is a consuming fire.
“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh” is referring to the Word of God.  The consequences of turning away from the gospel are far more dreadful than were the consequences of rejecting the law.  God will one day put down the present world order and shake to pieces the whole material universe.  The present form of the world will not last forever: it will be destroyed by fire and replaced by a new heaven and earth.  The only thing that will survive in its present form will be the kingdom of God and those who belong to it.  
I have met people who say they will not believe because this is a God who will be sending people to hell.  To me this is all the more reason to receive the salvation offered through His Son, Jesus Christ.  While He is full of love, mercy, grace, and kindness.  If He is a consuming fire, then He will consume!
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