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Hebrews Part 9
Chapter 8 
1Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;
Verse 1 is a summary of chapters 1-7.  Christ is the superior high priest and is now the only one needed.  Psalms 110:1 is again remembered:  The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.  
We can see five things in Jesus’ ministry as high priest: 
(1) Jesus was both the priest and the sacrifice itself.  He offered Himself for all people as a perfect sacrifice for sin by shedding His blood and dying in the sinner’s place.
(2) Jesus mediates the new and better covenant in order that all who are “called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance” (9:15-22).
(3) He is in heaven in the presence of God to bestow the grace of God upon us who believe.
(4) Jesus acts as a mediator between God and all those who have broken God’s law and seek forgiveness and reconciliation.
(5) Jesus holds His priesthood permanently.  He lives forever to “make intercession” continually in heaven for all those who in faith “come unto God by him.”  He will eventually bring the believer’s salvation to final fulfillment. 
2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.
The law that was given to Moses in the wilderness was given to prepare the people for the coming of Christ.  When Christ came this law became obsolete.
Christ opened to us the true tabernacle (Heaven), replacing the old and giving us access to God at any time.  Today, we can go into the presence of God at any time.  This was not possible with the old tabernacle and the old ordinances.  There were certain times and personal access was allowed for only a few.
3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.   Every priest had to participate in offering gifts and sacrifices.  Christ’s gift and sacrifice was himself.
4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law:  Christ could not be a priest on earth because he was from the wrong tribe and family.  He was not from the family of Aaron.  Christ was a priest in the order of Melchizedek.  
5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.  
This was a quote from God in Exodus 25:40. In other words “make sure you do everything the way you were instructed.”  Everything given, from how to build the tabernacle, the material used, the commandments, the laws, etc… were a foreshadow and revelation of the coming Christ.  The writer wanted the people to know and understand that all things were fulfilled by the coming of Jesus Christ.  Since He has fulfilled the old covenant and brought about a new and better one, there is no more requirement or need to follow the old one.
6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.
8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:
9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
God had delivered the children of Israel from their captors and was leading them to the promised land.  He had made a covenant with them but they had failed to keep it.  They disregarded God’s commands so God disregarded them and they perished in the wilderness.  Those to whom this letter was written were in danger of rejecting God and His Son.  Regarding the new covenant, Jesus says in Mark 8:38 “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Today, many who say they are believers in Christ live a lifestyle that rejects Him both in word and in deed.  Yet, when you talk to them you realize they are expecting Christ to accept them on the day of judgement because of a prior confession.  A confession they knowingly have not kept.  Romans 1:21-22 says: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus said He is the door (John 10:7-9).  The word of God makes it clear:  If one rejects Christ, they will not be accepted into Heaven.  Those who do not accept Him will not be able to go through Him into God’s everlasting glory.  Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Verses 8-12 are a direct quote of Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Jeremiah 31:31-34   Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:
33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
In verses 2-10 the writer again makes the point that the new covenant is a better one established on better promises.  I have spoken before on how Jesus raised the standards for obedience in the new covenant.  If you look at it in a natural sense, whenever a reward is greater, the requirements are normally greater also.   
Looking again at verse 2: A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.  In the New Testament, the Lord no longer requires a designated temple in a certain place made by the hands of man for Him to dwell in.  Today, He dwells in the heart of man.  1 Corinthians 6:19 says:  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?   
Why did Jesus, when He came, seem to raise the standards for living?  For example, when it comes to adultery, Jesus says in Matthew 5:27-28 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart”.  In the Old Testament when there was a designated temple, the command was not to (physically) commit adultery.  The temple was a holy place and it was unlikely that something like this would take place there.  In the Holy place and in the most holy place, only the priest, in fact, just the Levites were allowed to enter.  Everyone else was forbidden from this part of the temple.  If anyone else tried to enter they would be struck down. 
Today, the Lord, instead of being in a building has made His dwelling place in the heart of man.  How often do people quote Malachi 3:6 which says “For I am the LORD, I change not.”  If a person would not dare commit adultery in the temple, which in the Old Testament was a physical building.  Then, the same standard applies in the New Testament.  In other words, since “we” have become the temple of the Holy Spirit, the things that took place outside of the Old Testament Temple such as murder now takes place inside the temple (your body).  This is because of what God said in 1 Corinthians 6:19, your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.  In 2 Corinthians 6:16 God says “I will dwell in them, and walk in them.”
So, since we are the temple and the Lord lives in us, more than what we do, we are what we think.  “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
When it comes to murder, Jesus says in Matthew 5:22-23 “Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”
When it comes to marriage, He reinforced the sacredness of it Matthew 5: 32-32 “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.”
When it comes to swearing an oath, just your “yea” and “nay” will suffice.  He says in Matthew 5:33, 34, 37 33 “Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:  37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”
In regards to retaliation, Jesus says in Matthew 5: 38-39 38 “Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”
Think about Matthew 12:36 where Jesus says: “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” He gives the warning to us that every idle word we speak will be judged.  This is because everything you think and everything you say is thought of and said in the temple.
Why does the Lord hold us responsible for what is going on in our hearts?  Because that’s where the Covenant is located.  Once again Hebrews 8:10 says: after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:  Just as the written word (commandments) were placed in the ark of the covenant and kept in the Holy of Holies.  Under the new and better covenant, the Word has been placed in our minds and in our hearts. 
What makes the New Covenant better besides all that is mentioned in Hebrews (such as better promises)?  Because it is more intimate.  Remember how God made the covenant with Abraham in Genesis chapter 15?  Abraham killed and divided the sacrifices and God passed between them: ratifying the covenant.  He also spoke to Abraham in dreams and visions.  These were intimate encounters with God.  But what did God say of us?  That He would write/put His covenant in our hearts.  Like the Old Testament temple where God dwelt where the covenant was kept, the same applies in in the New Testament for the heart.  God dwells where the covenant is kept (if the covenant is being obeyed).  
The room where the Old Testament covenant was kept was called the Holy of Holies.  It was the most sacred place in the temple.  We are now considered the temple and the Holy of Holies is our heart (1 Cor. 6:19).  Allowing sin to dwell in the heart is allowing sin to linger in the Holy of Holies.  Yet the Lord is merciful (v 12) and willing to forgive sin if we come to Him with a genuine heart of repentance.  
The love and compassion the writer had for those who would receive his letter can clearly be seen.  Likewise, through love and compassion we are to continue to be witnesses of the gospel of Christ.  For it is only through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who died for our sin and rose again on the third day, who now sits in heaven as our high priest and mediator, that salvation can be achieved.
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